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§291.12 National Forest System lands
closed to casual collection.

(a) Casual collecting is not allowed
in:

(1) National Monuments within the
National Forest System; and

(2) Other National Forest System
lands closed to casual collecting in ac-
cordance with this Part, other stat-
utes, executive orders, regulations, or
land use plans.

(b) Existing closures of certain areas
to casual collecting, authorized under
separate authority, remain closed
under these regulations.

§291.13 Permits.

(a) The Authorized Officer may issue
a permit for the collection of a paleon-
tological resource pursuant to an appli-
cation if the Authorized Officer deter-
mines that:

(1) The applicant is qualified to carry
out the permitted activity;

(2) The permitted activity is under-
taken for the purpose of furthering pa-
leontological knowledge;

(3) The permitted activity is con-
sistent with any management plan ap-
plicable to the National Forest System
lands concerned; and

(4) The proposed methods of collec-
tion will not threaten significant nat-
ural or cultural resources pursuant to
16 U.S.C. 470aaa—-3(b)(4).

() Collected materials will not be
sold or otherwise used for commercial
purposes.

(b) Permits may be issued at the Au-
thorized Officer’s discretion to appli-
cants that provide a complete applica-
tion, as provided in §291.14, and meet
qualification and eligibility require-
ments in §291.15.

§291.14 Application process.

Applicants for permits must provide
the following records and information
to the Authorized Officer in support of
an application.

(a) The name, titles, academic or pro-
fessional affiliations, and business con-
tact information of the applicant and
all persons who would be named on the
permit;

(b) The applicant’s current resume,
curriculum vita, or other documents
that support an applicant’s qualifica-
tions;

§291.15

(c) A detailed scope of work or re-
search plan for the proposed activity.
This must include maps, field methods,
associated records, estimated time and
duration of field season, proposed field
party size, and specific information re-
garding storage, stabilization, and cu-
ratorial arrangements for collected
specimens and data;

(d) Information regarding previous or
currently held Federal paleontological
permits including the issuing agency,
permit number, and name of the Au-
thorized Officer;

(e) Identification of a proposed repos-
itory for collected specimens, including
written verification that the proposed
repository agrees to receive the collec-
tion of paleontological resources and
associated records and acknowledges
that all costs will be borne by the ap-
plicant and/or approved repository, un-
less otherwise addressed in a separate
written document; and

(f) Other records or information iden-
tified by the Authorized Officer as nec-
essary to support an application for a
permit.

§291.15 Application qualifications and
eligibility.

(a) Qualified applicant. The informa-
tion submitted by applicants under
§291.14 must demonstrate qualifica-
tions for carrying out the proposed ac-
tivities, as follows:

(1) The applicant has a graduate de-
gree in paleontology or a related field
of study with a major emphasis in pale-
ontology from an accredited institu-
tion, or can demonstrate training and/
or experience commensurate to the na-
ture and scope of the proposed activi-
ties; and

(2) The applicant has experience in
collecting, analyzing, summarizing,
and reporting paleontological data and
experience in planning, equipping,
staffing, organizing, and supervising
field crews on projects commensurate
to the type, nature and scope of work
proposed in the application; and

(3) The applicant meets any addi-
tional qualifications as may be re-
quired by the Authorized Officer that
are considered necessary to undertake
the proposed project in the context of
the project location.
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